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The following Diſcourſe was found among the 
papers of an amiable Chriſtian lately deceaſed, 
It does not ſeem to have been intended by the au- 
A | thor for publication. But as it relates to a ſub- 
Y * ject of great importance, and is written with 
| much Chriſtian ſimplicity, it is hoped its circula- 
= tion will not be unſeaſonable, 


AGUR's FRATSE 


ILLUSTRATED. 


Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 


Grove me neither poverty nor riches, feed me with food 
convenient for me: left I be full and deny thee, and 
fay, who ts the Lord ? or left I be poor, and leal, and 


tale the name of my God in vain. 


Hesx words contain a part of Agur's prayer, one 

of thoſe holy men, who © of old ſpake as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” They are well ſuit- 

ed to exprels the defires of Chriſt's diſciples -living un- 

der the influence of the goſpel. In this view I mean to 
attempt an illuſtration of them, 

It will be neceſſary here to premiſe, that we do not 
underſtand this prayer againſt poverty and riches. in 
an abſolute ſenſe; for many of Chriſt's people. are 
poor, ſome of them are rich: they are placed in theſe 
different ſituations, according to the ſovereign will of 
God, and there are rules given by God, to regulate their 
conduct in them. To be in either ſituation, therefore, 
1s not unlawful in itſelf : but each has its peculiar temp- 
tations, from which a ſtate of mediocrity is free. 

An humble diſciple, conſcious of his own weakneſs, 
and of the power of temptation, is led to offer this pe- 
tition, © Give me neither poverty nor riches.” 

What are we to underſtand by riches? This needs lit- 
tle explanation. We commonly conſider that man to be 
rich, who poſſeſſes a conſiderable or large portion of world- 
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ly wealth. But perhaps, according to the petition in our 
text, we ſhould conſider him allo to be rich, whole in- 
come affords {ſupport to himſelf, and thoſe who imme- 
diately depend upon him; with a conliderable or large 
overplus. For although he may not poſſeſs large pro- 
perty, yet his circumitances enable-him to perform the 
duties of thoſe who do, and he is in danger from all their 
temptations mentioned in the text. He may be rich 
in good works, ready to diftribute, willing to communi- 
cate, and thus lay up in ſtore a good foundation againſt 
the time to come.” Or, being full, he may deny God, 
and ſay, who is the Lord?“ 

The oppoſite of the fituation of the rich, is a ſtate of 
poverty. When a man cannot always, or at molt, with 
extreme difficulty, obtain the bare neceſſaries of life, but 
cannot taſte its comforts; is deprived at times of food 
and raiment, and in his beſt days, enjoys but a ſcanty por- 
tion of theſe ; this ſurely is a poor man. Between a 
ſtate of riches and poverty, is that one, in which we are 
fed with food convenient for us. In this ſtate a man 
enjoys not only the neceſſaries, but alſo the comforts of 
life: but his circumſtances forbid him to indulge in its 


luxuries. It will occur to every one, that we uſe the 


expreſſion comforts of life, in a comparative ſenſe ; be- 
cauſe, what is comfort to one man, is not ſo to another. 
This ariſes from difference of conſtitution and education, 
and from many other circumſtances, which it is not neceſ- 
fary here minutely to deſcribe : but in the midſt of all 
this variety, good ſenſe, with a conſcience under due 
ſubjection to the goſpel, will, with conſiderable accura- 


cy, diſtinguiſh between comforts and luxuries, between 


moderation and extravagance. 

Men underftand in general this in the caſe of others, 
though ſeli-partiality blinds them in their own 3 a man, 
who fears not God, will therefore call every luxury, 
he wiſhes to indulge in, by the ſoft name of comfort: 
and we are afraid, that in an age, marked by extrava- 

ce and diflipation, Chriſtians themſelves are in part 
infected with the evil, and in great danger of {ſwelling 
their liſt of comforts, and of introducing luxuries among 
the number. Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners.“ Of this, my brethren, we ought to beware, and 
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ſhould, by our exemplary moderation; make it manifeſt 
that we live perſuaded ** that the Lord is at hand.“ 


But let us, Firſt, Conſider the temptations of the rich. 
Give me not riches, left. I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, 
who ts the Lord?“ 

iſt, Riches tempt us to forget, or to deny our depen- 
dence upon God, £3 

That we live, move, and have our being from God, 
is acknowledged, almoſt, by all men, in words; yet the 
influence of this truth ſeems to be felt by few. - Thoſe 
who fear not God, know nothing of it. Chritt's peo- 

ple themſelves live too little under this habitual perſua- 
lion, and the poſſeſſion of wealth has a moſt powerful 
tendency to wear off the impreſſion. 

As God; confers the things of this world through cer- 
tain. channels, when we. receive in plenty, we are ready "4 
to look no farther than theſe, and to forget God, the 
giver of all: Hence was Iſrael of old exhorted, When. 
thou ſhalt have eaten and art full; then beware leſt thou 
forget the Lord.” And “ beware leſt when thou haft 
eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes, and 


dwelt therein; and when thy nerds and thy llocks. mule 
tiply, and thy ſilver and thy gold is multiplied : then thy 
heart be lifted-up, and thou forget the Lord thy God.” 
So neceſſary was this caution, and. ſo certainly do riches 
tempt to ſelf-dependence, that it is recorded of the ſame 
people, © Jeſhurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art 
waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with 
fatneſs ; then he forſook God who made him, and light- 
ly eſteemed the Rock of his ſalvation.” The apoſtle 
calls this © truſting in uncertain riches, and not in the 9 
living God, who giveth. us richly all. things to enjoy.“ 
This was the language of him, whoſe fields brought forth 
plentifully, ſaying to his ſaul, Soul, take. thine eaſe, 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many years.“ His want 
of dependence upon God, prevented. him from laying up 
treaſure in heaven by giving to the poor, and his con- 
fidence in riches; ſet his heart at eaſe, when he had en- 
larged bis barns, and there ſecured his wealth. 80 


nearly allied is the poſſeſſion. of riches, and confidence 
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A Chriſtian having learned this from the word of God, 
and experiencing the deceitfulneſs of his own heart, will 
be led to pray, Lead me not into temptation ; give me 
not riches, leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, who is 
the Lord?“ Not only do riches tempt us to deny our 
dependence upon God, but, V/A 

2dly, To deny that we are accountable to him, ſo that 
he can ſtrip us of all our wealth in a day, as he did Job. 
What he confers he gives in truſt. Chriſt's people are 
all ſtewards for God; and he will call the ſervants to 
an account, to whom he commits talents. They to 
whom riches are committed, are by the charge ſtrongly 
tempted to think themſelves lords. They ſee many of 
their fellow mortals depend upon them, and ready to 
run at their call; hence the danger of forgetting, that 
they too have a maſter in heaven, and of w 798 the in- 
dependent queſtion, © Who is Lord over us!“ They are 
tempted to conſider the wealth with which they are en- 
truſted as their own property, which they may uſe ac- 
cording to their own pleaſure, forgetting that in a night 
their ſouls may be required of them, and they called to 

dee 2. Sccunt of their Rewardſhip. 1 85 


An humble diſciple, who knows how bard it is for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God, how dith- 
cult it is to be faithful in the unrighteous mammon, and 
the awful puniſhment that awaits the wicked and un- 
profitable fervant, joins Agur in this prayer, © Give me 
not riches, leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, who is 
the Lord?!“ 

3dly, Riches tempt to forget, or practically to deny 
God, as the only all- ſuflicient portion, . 

Man naturally loves the world. The enjoyment of 
it is ſuited to his preſent ſtate, and is, to a certain de- 
gree, lawful. But his native depravity leads him be- 
yond the moderate bounds preſcribed by God. Form- 
ed with deſires for happineſs, he ſeeks this in the objects 
which preſent themſelves, and which he thinks within 
his reach: “he looks at things ſeen and temporal;“ 
and while he continues ignorant of the goſpel, he knows 
nothing better, : 

The knowledge and belief of this goſpel, introduces him 
to a new ſource of happineſs, even the enjoyment of God 
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himſelf, the fountain of all bleſſedneſs, from whom 
cometh down every good and perfect gift, This hap- 

pineſs confiſts chietly in a ſenſe of the remiſſion of- ſins, - 
and a conſcious intereſt in the divine favour. 5 Blefſed 
(lays the pſalmiſi) is the man whole iniquities are par- 
doned and whoſe ſins are covered.“ It conſiſts alſo in 
a title to, and in the hope of the eternal inheritance. 
* Bleſſed (ſays Peter) be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant mer- 
cy, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, (by the re- 


ſurrection of Chriſt from the dead), to an inheritance - * 


which is incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not 
away, in which we greatly rejoice.” This comfort we 
have by the Spirit, as the earneſt of it. Having believ- 
ed, ſays Paul, ye were ſealed with the holy Spirit of pro- 
mile, which is the earneſt of the inheritance.” The 
| goſpel gives allo ſuch a diſplay of the glory of the di- 
vine perfections, as confers happineſs, far ſurpaſſing not 
only that which ariles from worldly enjoyment, but al- 
ſo that which is felt, from the. contemplation of all the 
other works aud ways of God. 

But while in this world, even Chriſt's people bave a 
great part of their corrupted conſtitution remaining, 
which ſtrongly inclines them to this earth as a portion; 
and the poſſeſſion of riches puts the indulgence of world- 
ly laſts in their power. The. enjoyment of God 
and of the world as a conjunct portionis impoſſible ; for, 
in proportion as we * love the one we will hate the o- 
ther.” God mult reign ſupreme. in our hearts, and will 
admit no rival. If any man therefore love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” John explains. 
what he means by the world.“ All that is in the world, 
ſays he, is the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and 
the pride of life.” Riches tempt us to indulge in one 
or Other of theſe; either in the luſt of the fleth, which 
conſiſts in gluttony, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, and the 
1acitements to theſe, in which may be comprehended the 
whole round of faſhionable amuſements; or in the luſt of 
the eye, which is covetoulacſs, and which js indulged 
by laying up treaſures for ourſelves on earth, &c. This 
laſt we learn from the parable of the rich man, whole fields 


brought forth plentifully ; for this Was ſpoken on purpoſe | 
A 3 


Da .- .. iti 
1 „ 
_— = N 


4. 


8 Agur's Prayer illuſtrated. 


againſt covetouſneſs. Riches allo tempt us to indulge in 
the pride of life, which conſiſts in magnificent houſes, and 
furniture, gay and coltly dreſs, elegant and luxurious en- 
tertainments, and the various ways in which men pur- 
ſue worldly honour. If the pride of life confiſts not in 
theſe things, and ſuch like, it will be difficult to affix 
a determinate meaning to the expreſſion. In thele lead- 
ing worldly luſts, rich men in general indulge themſelves; 


and the poſſeſſion of riches tempts Chritt's diſciples to 


Join them. But he whole heart is tender, who hath 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, who relihes the ſweet- 
neſs of divine comfort, who knows how ready he is to 
be allured by. worldly enjoyment, and how commonly 
the word is choaked by the deceitfulneſs of riches, the 
love of pleaſure, and of other things; he in ſhort who be- 
lieves that one thing is needſul, „ joins Agur in his 
prayer, * Give me not riches, leſt 1 be full and deny 
thee,” z. e. as the portion of my ſoul, ſaying, © who is 
the Lord ?” 
qthly, To be full ſo as to deny God, ſeems alſo to in- 
clude in it, an irreligioas contempt of God. How hard 
is it for a rich man to-enter the kingdom of God! How 
few rich men pay any attention to the religion of the 
New Teſtament! The character of rich men, in gene- 
ral, is given by James in theſe words,“ Do they not 
blaſpheme that holy name, whereby ye are called?“ We 
frequently notice that the ſame men. in poorer circum- 
ſtances, make ſome profeſſion of religion, but no ſoon- 
er do they acquire riches, than they fomehow ſeem to 
think, that irreligion and 'profanenels ſuit their circum- 
Rances ; ; that it is the mark of a gentleman to blaſpheme 
the name of God, and in their ulueſi do they proudly 
aſk, © Who is the Lord ?” So truly do rich men 1a ge- 
neral (though there are exceptions) verify the charac- 


ter given by James, 2d and zth chapters. 


thly, There is nothing more unfriendly, to what we may 
call devotional affections, than worldly proſperity of e- 
very kind. No doubt, this is an abule of divine goodneſs, 
but it is an abuſe to which we are very prone. This is 
exemplified through the whole hiſtory of ancient Iſrael : 
when all went well, then they forgot God; when he 
afflicted them, then they cried unto him, The Lord 
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ſill, in love to his children, © ſcourgeth every ſon whom 
he receiveth,” that they may be kept humble, and de- 
pendent, that they may feel their wants, and learn where 
to po for their ſupply. 

Fulneſs tempts them to forget the way to. the throne of 
grace, and leads in general to ſuperficial devotion. Now, 
Chritt's people who have their © fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther and with his 1 Chriſt ;** who cannot bear 
the thoughts of diſtant formal intercourſe with God; who 
love his ordinances, becauſe in them“ he manifeſts him- 
ſelf to them, in another manner than to the world”? 
knowing that riches lead to a temper and conduct the op- 
poſite of this, and that the © grace of God teacheth to 
deny ungodlineſs,“ on this account join in this prayer, 
+ Give me not riches, leſt I deny thee,” &c. Such are 
the temptations, to which the rich are expoſed, as im- 
plied in the expreſſions in the text: but as theſe have 
immediate reſpect unto God; we may alſo add, as it is 
mentioned in other places of ſcripture, 

6th, That riches tempt to the exerciſe of ſimilar diſ- 
poſitions and conduct towards our fellow men. Be 
not high minded,” ſays Paul; “ do not rich men oppreſs 
you, and draw you before their judgment ſeat ??* ſays 
James. In ſociety, we ſee daily this high mindedneſs 
expreſſed by the rich; in common ſtyle we call ſuch 
wen pur/e-proud: though the phraſe be familiar, it is 
very expreſſive of that haughtineſs of deportment, which 
is molt commonly the effect of the poſſeſſion of wealth. 
A rich man who fears not God is apt to deſpiſe the poor, 
and to oppreſs them. If any of Chriſt's people fall before 
this temptation, they then are aſhamed of their poor bre- 
thren; they negle& them, they have no familiar inter- 
courſe with them, and they would bluſh before any of 
their rich neighbours, to own them as their companions, 
© the excellent of che earth, in whom they delight.” 
This temper of mind would have led them to have treat- 
ed Chriſt and his apoſtles, (had they lived in their days), 
in the ſame manner. They were poor men, and “ ac- 
counted the filth of the earth, and the offscourings of all 
things.” How difficult is it, for the moſt humble diſci- 
ple who is r ch, to eſcape from this evil diſpoſition! It 
is then ſurely a prayer becoming all, whole conſciences 
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are not hardened. through the deceitfulneſs of ſim,” 
Give me not riches.” Let us conſider, 


Secondly, The temptations of the poor, Give me not 
poverty, leſt I ſteal.” 

We ſteal wheu we take ſecretly any thing that is our 
neighbour's. his is the common idea affixed to ſteal- 
ing; but more ſeems to be here meant: beſides this, 
certainly, it implies the ufing any unlawful means to ſup- 
ply our wants, or to free ourſelves from ſtraitened cir- 
cumſtances. Under this may be included overreaching 
in buſineſs, by taking undue advantage of others; ſay- 
ing when we buy “it is nought,”” and yet boaſting when 
in poſſeſſion; or when ſelling, charging more than the 
value of goods, preſuming upon, or knowing the igno- 
rance of the buyer. Under this too mult be included, 
following an unlawful trade, for example, ſmuggling, or 
defrauding in any way the public revenue: many profeſ- 
ſors indeed think little of this. guilt, and if not directly 
engaged in it themſelves, think it no crime to encourage 
thofe who are; though Chriſt has expreſsly commanded, 
and given an example i in his own practice, that we. are 
to render unto Cæſar the things that are Czelar's ;"? 
and his apoſtles under his direction command us to be 
ſubject to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, 
and to pay cuſtom to whom cuſtom is due, Ec. 

Stealing further implies, contracting debts when. we 
have no reaſonable proſpect of paying them, or not conſci- 
entiouſly diſcharging our debts when this is in our pow- 
er. 

The poor in general, fall very frequently, before theſe 
temptations, and Chriſt's people, when poor, are not ig- 
norant of the force of them: it therefore well becomes 
them to pray, Give me not poverty, leit I ſteal.“ 
But it is alſo here mentioned, that -a ſtate of poverty 
tempts to taking the name of God in vain,” This 
does not ſeem here only to mean curſing or {wearing, or 
uſing the name of God in a light, irreverent or pro- 
fane manner, though that be an uſual vice of the rich, but 
it means alſo, iſt, Calling in queſtion God's wiſe, and 
righteous diſpoſal of events; as the. Governor of the 
world. We are naturally exceſſive in our {elf-love, and 
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under the influence of this, we think that we cannot account 
for the divine conduct in the unequal diſtribution of the 
good things of this world, We forget that God is a 
{overeign, or at leaſt, are diſpoſed to imagine that his 
ſovereignty ſhould have a favourable direction towards 
ourſelves, While we indulge ſuch impious thoughts of 
God, no wonder that we allo envy the proſperity of o- 
thers, as was the caſe of the pſalmiſt, ſee Pfal. Ixxiii. This 
fretful diſpoſition towards the divine procedure, with 
its native expreſſions, is doubtlels, * taking the name of 
God in vain,” and a ſtate of poverty leads to this. But 
this expreſſion ſeems alſo to imply, 

2d, The calling in queſtion the divine faithfulneſs and. 
love. Theſe perfections are engaged in behalf of all 
God's people. He hath ſaid, He will never leave 
nor forſake them,“ and this is a reaſon given, why they 
ſhould have their converſation without covetouſneſs, and 
be content with ſuch things as they haiy. Poverty 
tempts them to doubt this promiſe, and aſks the queſtion, 
how can theſe things be? Many do not call in queſtion 
their faith in God's not having ſpared his own Son for 
them,” and yet doubt his faithſulneſs in giving them 
daily bread. This is a common deceit. Poverty tempts 
to it, and introduceth the ſourneſs of diſcontent into the 
mind, which leads to ſentiments like thoſe of Job's wife, 
who adviſed him to curſe Gop, and die. This ſurely is 
taking the name of God in vain.” | 

To one who hath been taught to call God Father, 
and at preſent lives, enjoying the light of his countenance, 
it is a dreary proſpect to look at a ſtate, which may 
tempt him to doubt of God's faithfulneſs and love, to 
think of him rather as an enemy, than as a friend: no 
wonder then that ſuch are taught to pray, Give me 
not poverty, leſt 1 take the name of God in vain.” 


Thirdly, Let us view the happineſs of a middle 
ſtate, 

iſt, We have already ſaid, that this ſtate is free from 
the temptations, both of the rich and of the poor. In 
this then conſiſts a very conſiderable part of the happi- 
nels attending it. When we know *© that a man's lite 
conſiſteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
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poſſeſſeth;ꝰ when we have learned from experience what 


an evil thing and bitter it is to forſake the living God; “ 
ſo long as we cultivate a ſenſe of our own weakneſs, 
will we prize a ſtate which delivers from ſo much 
temptation to this. But 

Adly, In a ſlate of mediocrity, we enjoy the lawful 
happineſs arifing from the things of this world in the 
higheſt degree. 

There is no doubt that the feelings natural to man, 
are of themſelves innocent; and there is a certain ma- 
derate indulgence of theſe allowed us by God. They be- 
come ſinful only when indulged in exceſs, or when they 
move in a direQion contrary to the divine will. The poor 
want the means of that earthly comfort which we may 
lawfully enjoy; and the rich are in * danger of go. 
ing tao far in ſuch indulgences. 
this kind defeat their own end. Nat only is ſatiety pro- 
duced, but eſpecially to a Chriſtian, when he permits 
bimſelf to go beyond moderate; bounds, there is a ſting 
left behind which occaſions pain that eflaces the memory 
of all he enjoyed. 

When a Chriſtian enjoys the comforts af life, ſces all 


commer trom God, - vieth this world 10 as not abuſing it, 
knowing that the faſhion. of it palleth away ;” when, 


living as a. pilgrim, he looks not up to the rich with en- 


vy, nor down upon the poor with ſcorn; when he ſtrives 
not to appear great in the world's eye, attempts not to 
obtain the gratification of his vanity by the ſhew of his ta- 
ble, or the richneſs of his dreſs, while hedemes himſelf part 
of that comfort which he might otherw iſe lawful y enjoy, 


he is overpaid, in having feelings of a more refined na- 


ture gratiſied, when he gives himſelf to hoſpitality, is 
the friend of the ſtranger, the lover of the poor, eſpeci- 
ally of Chriſt's diſcipleg: in this kind of life, I conceive 
a man enjoys this world as he ought. What man of 
ſenſe does not acknowledge, that we are moſt happy in 
partaking of worldly good in moderation ? and yet, Cho 
acts conſiſtently with this ſentiment, who has it in his 


power to do otherwiſe * Faſhion, like a torrent, carries 


all before it: alas! that Chriſtians ſhould ever feel its 
influence, ſo as to conform to its extravagant maxims ! 
This moderation too does not ſubject us in this kind 


ow all exceſſes of 
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of enjoyment, to the mortification of diſappointed wa- 
nity, nor to the envy of our fellow men; evils which 
occaſion no ſmall uneaſineſs in the _—_ walks of 
life. A man therefore who can enjoy the lawful com- 
forts of life, and whoſe circumſtances exctude him from 
going beyond theſe moderate bounds, ſurely bas ſuch 
happineſs, as this world affords, to greater advantage than 
either the rich or the poor. | | | My 

We may barely mention, without entering irito'a par- 
ticular illuſtrution, that family happineſs is to be found 


chiefly in this ſtation. 


3dly, This ftateis favourable tofpiritual enjoyment  'in 
which the happineſs of a Chriſtian chiefly confifts. No 
doubt the Lord can preſerve his people in any ſtation, 
and communicate his conſolations to them wherever he 
has placed them; and he does ſo to the poor and to the 
rich of his children, as well as to thoſe in the ſtate of 
which we now ſpeak : But as a preference is given to 
this ſtate in the text; the reaſon now aſſigned may he 
one cauſe of this. The apoſtle would have Chriſt's peo- 
ple without anxiety, 1 Cor. vil. 32. And Chriſt warns 
his diſciples, as well againſt“ the cares of this world, 
as againſt ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs; and no one that 
warreth entangleth himſelf with the affairs of this life.” 
This at leaſt informs us, (though it may apply chiefly 
totexchers) that freedom from ſuch entanglements, is a ſtate 
beſt fitted for our pleaſing him who hath called us to be 
foldiers. Now, the rich and poor have each a load of 
cares, though of different Kinds: whatever other cares 
therefore a mim in a middle ſtate may have, he is free 
from thoſe which attend both theſe Rates, and therefore 
may © wait upon the Lord without diſtraction.“ This 
is very conducive to ſpiritual enjoyment ; for we cannot 
attend upon Chriſt, fo as to have fellowſhip with him in 
his ordinances, when our minds are engroffed by other 
objects. p 1 

The objects that very frequently fix the attention of 
both rich and poor, are of a worldly nature. The poor 
man's ſituation requires ſo much care, to provide even the 
neceſſaries of life, that this has a "tendency to abſorb e- 


very other concern: The rich again have ſo much of 


this world, that a good deal of thought mult neceffarily be 
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employed reſpecting the diſpoſal of them, And riches are 
ſo deceitful, and our hearts ſo naturally attached to this 
earth, that occupying the mind intenſely about earthly 
things, even when it may be our duty, has a tendency 
to divert the channel of our affections from that courſe 
marked by God. All God's people without exception 
give a preference to ſpiritual enjoyment, above every 0- 


ther; therefore, ſays the pſalmiſt, When many ſay, who 


will ſhew us any good? Lord, lift upon me the light of 
thy countenance ; this will put more joy into my heart 
than when corn, wine, and oil abound.” This was the 
„one thing he defired, that he might dwell iu the houſe 
of the Lord, and behold his beauty. He accounted one 
day in his courts better than a thouſand,” &c. A Chri- 
ſtian therefore who from his ſituation in life, is led to 
conſider, that he has no farther connection with the things 
of this world, than as they are neceſſary for his ſupport 
on his journey heaven-wards, is ſurely in the beſt ſtate 
for minding the things of the kingdom of God, and for 
cultivating intercourle with him, in whoſe preſence he 
hopes to dwell for ever: And as we have t that a 
middle ſtate is moſt favourable for that kind of enjoyment 
which is the proper happineſs of a Chriſtian, it is com- 
paratively to be preferred to that of riches or poverty. 
But all our deſires ought to be expreſſed with ſubmiſ- 


| fion to His will, who placeth his people in that ftate 


which pleaſeth him, and calls them to attend to- the du- 
ties of their various flations. We ſhall now therefore 
addreſs a few exhortations to his people in each. of 
thoſe ſtations which we have been conſidering. 


Firſt, Exhortations to the rich. 
In general, beware of falling before the temptations 
to which your ſituation expoſes you. It is the danger 


' ariſing from theſe that ſuggeſts the prayer, Give me not 


riches.” 

You depend upon God, as well as the pooreſt of your 
brethren. © Be not therefore high minded: Truſt not in 
deceitful riches, but in the living God,” You mult give 
an account; beware of forgetting this. Be faithful as 


"the ſtewards of God. Lay not up treaſures for yourſelves 


on carth by hoarding your wealth. Jeſus has pronoun- 
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ced him a fool who does ſo. Love not the world, nei- 
ther the things of it; if ye do, the love of the Father is 
not in you. But more particularly, 
iſt, Be liberal, © ſow bountifully, deviſe liberal things, 
be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, lay up trea- 
ſures in heaven, by giving to the poor, be careful to main- 
tain good works, to do good and to communicate for- 
get not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed.” 
Your fituation expoles you to peculiar tempfations, 
but it allo calls you to eminent uſefulneſs. The Lord, 
to whom“ the earth belongs and the fulneſs thereof, 1 
** opens his hand and ſupplieth the wants of every living 
thing 3?” in doing this, he in his providence appoints 
{ome of his creatures as his ſtewards for others. This 
is the honourable fituation which you fill Diftribute your 
Maſter's bounty agreeably to bis nature and will. with 
a liberal hand. He may call for his own at pleaſure, 
and without your concurrence. So order it, that what 
you poſſeſs ſhall ſupply the wants of his needy creatures: 
He condeſcends to ſolicit for them, and promiſes to repay 
what he thus borroweth. “He that giveth to the poor, 
lendeth to the Lord, and he will repay it;“ and can 
you refuſe ſuch a borrower ? you are ill acquainted 
ith his grace and faithfulneſs, if you heſitate. How 
Rirdughy does Paul urge this duty from the example of 
Chriſt ! © Ye know, ſays he, the grace of our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for our ſakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be 
rich.“ The apoſtles imitated him in this,“ ' Not ſeek- 
ing their own profit, but the profit of many.” And the 
firſt diſciples were followers of them as * were of 
Chriſt. Thus are we informed of © the grace of God 
beſtowed on the churches of Macedonia; how that in a 
great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty, abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality.” Shall the practice of your rich neighbours 
be a ſnare to you ? do you feel an inclination to imitate 
them? and ſhall not ſuch illuſtrious examples move 
you? 1 
Your own intereſt is concerned in the attention you 
pay to this exhortation. As you now ſow, ſo ſhall you 
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hereafter reap ; if bountifully, you ſhall reap bountiful- 
ly, but if ſparingly, you mutt allo reap ſparingly, © If 
you are unfaithful in the unrighteous mammon, who 
thall commit to you the true riches ? If you are unfaith- 
ful in that which is er who ſhall commit tc you 
that which is your own ? But if you are faithful,“ God 
1s not unrighteous to forget your work, and labour of 
love, which, ye have thewed to his name, in that ye haye 


miniſtered to the faints.** You ſhall be rewarded with 


durable riches and honour at the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 

By liberality alſo, you, in a great meaſure, free your- 
ſelves from the temptations of your circumſtances; for 
while you enjoy with gratitude. the comforts of life, 
and diſtribute the overplus, you are not tempted to ſet 


your affections on the earth, becauſe you lay up no trea- . 


fure there for yourſelf: and faithfulneſs as Rewards of 
that which 1s another's will preyent you from en 
in the pride of life.“ 
As we lay up treaſure in heaven “ by being rich in 
ood works,“ your liberality will be ſubſervient to hea- 
venly-mindednels; for riches thus uſed, inſtead of draw- 
ing your hearts to this earth will raiſe them to heaven. 
Where your treaſure is, there will your hearts be al- 
fo. 3” 
There is no duty more inſiſted on throughout the New 
Teſtament; and every diſciple without exccption is bound 
to pay ri attention to it, according as the Lord hath 
proſpered him; but as the rich chiefly have this in 
their power, and as the Lord conferred their wealth 
upon them for this end, they, in particular, receive 
it in charge. Charge them that are rich in this world, 


| that they do good, that they be rich in good works, rea- 
dy to diſtribute, willing to communicate; laying up in. 


ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time 


to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 


2d, Be temperate in ail things. A poor Chriſtian has 
little temptation to the contrary ; and the moſt wealthy 
ſhould remember, that © they are pilgrims and ſtrangers 
on this earth.“ Their conduct, rather than their word, 
ſhould inform the world, that they are not aſhamed of 
this character. They ſhould dare to be fingular, in con- 
formity to Chriſt. In an age and place remarkable for 
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fobriety, Chriftian moderation may be little diſtinguiſhed, * 


But where extravagance and folly abouud, there ſelf-de- 
nial is noticed; there Chriſtians are in the greateſt dan- 
ger: but, there too, every Chriſtian in his place, pe. 
cially the rich, can ſhew to men who fear God, by their non» 
conformity, that they are not of this world.“ | 

In this luxurious age, mad with diſſipation, when 
vain ſhew and the pride of life are carried to the high- 
eſt lengths; when profeſſors, almoſt of every name, throw 
off allegiance to Chriſt in this, and, inſtexd of being diffi 
milar to the world, ſeem anxious to difcover how near» 
ly they way reſemble it, and yet be eſteemed Chriſtians: 
in ſuch an age, it becomes the real followers of Chriſt to 
ſtand forth, and to aſſert their freedom from this preſent 


- evil world, from which they are redeemed, and to give 


evidence to all, that they are contented to be in the world 
as Chriſt was, and wilh for no character more honoura- 
ble than that given by himſelf to his firſt diſciples, © they 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” 
My brethren, our moderation ſhould be viſible to all 
and in vain would we wiſh to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
world in worſhip, while we fall in with their leading 
maxims and laſts : nonconformity to the world in theſe, 
is as characteriſtical of Chriſt's people as ſeparation from 
a falſe or corrupted worſhip. Some may aſk, Where- 
in conſiſts this moderation? Common ſenſe will dictate 


an anſwer. For it is not 1gnorance, but the want of in- 


clination, that obſtructs obedience tothis-precept. A hum» 
ble Chriſtian, who wiſhes only to know his duty that he 
may do it, has this plain rule to walk by, Avoid all 
appearance of evil.” As the rich in particular have it . 
in their power to make their moderation known to all, 
if you do not thus make it known,. be aſſured you have 
tranſgreſſed. And every ſtep you advance in con- 
formity to the world, you draw back from Chriſt; for 
that which is highly eſteemed among men is an abo- 
mination in the ſight of God. © Be ye therefore ſober. 
Be not conformed to this world ; but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 


is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.“ 


3d, Exerciſe yourſelves unto godlineſs ; by which we 
mean, (though the expreſſion may include. more), that 
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ſpiritual intercourſe we enjoy with God, in worſhip. 
This has a moſt powerful tendency to prevent highmind- 
edneſs, and ſelf dependence. In the ſight of God, we 
feel ourſelves poor, finful mortals, on a level with the 
vileſt, and ſaved by the ſame rich mercy. We feel that 
we depend upon him for all we enjoy, as well as the 
pooreſt of our brethren, Here too our attention is fix- 
ed upon the ſtrength ot thoſe obligations, which bind us 
to live wholly to the Lord. By enjoying a ſenſe of the 
divine favour, in this fellowſhip, we are taught to un- 
dervalue earthly abundance, and rather to fear the deceit- 


fulneſs of riches, than to be proud of them. This inter- 


courſe with God ſhould therefore be much cultivated 
by his people who are rich, as it is an antidote to the love 
of money, the root of all evil. 

4th, Familiarize to your minds, the uncertain nature 
of every thing on earth, and the certainty of death, and 


judgment. Conſider the account of theſe things inthe word 


of God; and look around you, and you muſt ſee the ſerip- 
tures verified. You mult ſoon part with your riches, or 
they may take wings and flee away. The ſhortneſs of 
time, the uncertainty of riches, &c. are truths which 
force themſelves into the minds of all, and often extort 
an acknowledgment on their fide ; but divine power alone 
can bring us under their iufluence. You, brethren, pro- 
feſs to have felt this power. Make this evident, by your 
victory over the world. This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. Live therefore, ready, when- 
ever your Lord calls, to give an account of your ftew- 


ardſhip. 


Secondly, Exhortations to the poor. 

It, In general, be ye alſo aware of falling before the pe- 
culiar temptations of your circumſtances. Poverty will not 
excule fraud or injuſtice. * Know ye not that the unright- 
eous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God?“ It is not 
your temptations, but the word of God alone, which 


you mutt make the rule of your conduct. Envy 


not the wicked who increaſe in riches. They are ſet 
on {lippery places, and ſhall have a certain downfall. 
Envy not your rich brethren. You are in great danger 
of this. How natural is it for you to imagine, that, were 


Agur's Prayer illuſtrated. - 19 


you placed in their circumſtances, how nobly would you 
act! how generous, and yet how humble, how moderate 
and ſelf- denied you would appear! Alas! ye know not 
yourſelves! Mens ſentiments change with their circum- 
ſtances, and experience has long juſtified the obſervation, . 
that none are more liable to pride, vanity, oſtentation, and 
extravagance, than thoſe who have been raiſed from 
poverty to wealth. You feel your own temptations ; 
you are ignorant of thoſe connected with riches. And 
were you fully aware of the danger that attends them, 
you would not envy the poſſeſſor s. 

Doubt not the providential care of your Father. 
The young lion, the raven, the ſparrow, yea the graſs of 
the field, ſhare in this, and ſhall he not feed and cloath 
his own children? When he promiſeth never to leave 
nor forſake you, take courage; be bold in ſaying. will 
not fear. Caſt all your care upon him; he careth for 
you. he therefore anxious for nothing; but in every 
thing, by prayer and Tupplication, with thankſgiving, 
make your requeſts known unto God; and the peace of 
God, which paſleth all underſtanding, ſhall keep your 
hearts and minds through Chriſt Jeſus.” 

2d, Uſe lawful means to free yourſelves from a ſtate, 
which expoſes you to ſo ſtrong temptations. © Be not 
ſlothful in buſineſs.” With quietneſs work and eat your 
own bread ; for ſo hath the Lord commanded, that if 
any man will not work, neither ſhould he eat.” As 
this is the way the Lord hath appointed for the ſupply 
of your wants, you muſt not think you can be relieved 
from them, while you only lament your poverty, and in- 
dulge yourſelves in ſloth and idleneſs. It is indeed the 
duty of your brethren to. ſupply you with neceſſaries, 
when Providence puts it out of your power, by honeſt 
induſtry, to ſupport yourſelves; and it is your duty to 
make theſe wants known, and with humility and grati- 
tude to receive their bounty: But every lawful exer- 
tion on your part ſhould be made, that you may be able 
practically to remember that beautiful ſayiag of the 
Lord Jeſus, © It is more blefſed to give than to re- 
ceive.“ f 

za, While it is the will of God to keep you in a Rate 
of poverty, be not diſcouraged. The Lord provides 
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confort and ſupport, under all its miſeries. The Lord's 
people, in general, are a poor and afflidted people, who 
truſt in his name. You have many partners in your ſor- 


- rows; nothing has befallen you but what is common to 


your brethren m the world. Your Lord was poor and 
afflicted in this world. He chole this Rate, that he 
might know all the painful feelings, to which humanity 


is ſabjected. He was made like unto his brethren in 


all things.” He is merciful; he can be touched with 


the feeling of your infirmities, and his ſympathy, his love, 


and his power are equally great. He will not ö ſuſſer 


you to be tried above what you are able to bear.” 


Though poor in this world, if you are rich in faith, 
you are heirs of the Kingdom.” This hope ſhould 
ſupport you. Time is ſhort, it paſſes ſwift as a weaver's 
ſhuttle 3) and the life of man is as an hand-breadth, 
your life and your ſorrows ſhall end together. You are 
only pilgrims; care not for the ruggedneſs of the path, 
nor for the ſcanty, and coarſe fare you may get by the 
way ; you ſhall ſoon reach home, if you faint not; then 


: ſhall you forget your poverty, you ſhall receive durable 


riches and honour ; you ſhall receive your good things, 
and enjoy comfort, far ſurpaſſing your preſent miſery ; 
„ you ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, the 
fun thall not light on you, nor any heat; for the Lamb 
who is in the midſt of the throne, (hall lead. you unto 


_ fountains of living waters; and God himſelf ſhall wipe 


away all tears from your eyes. The joy ſet before the 
prime Leader in the faith, made him endure the croſs, 
and deſpiſe the ſhame. He now enjoys hs hope; follow 
the Captain of ſalvation, and ye too ſhall be made mvre 
than conquerors, through him who hath loved you. 


Thirdly, Exhortations to thoſe in a middle ſtate. 

1ſt, Be content with and thankful for your lot. From 
what you have heard, you may ſee you have good cauſe. 
How forcibly does Paul exhort to this, 1 'Tim. vi. 7, 8. 
We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment, 
let us be therewith content.” You ſhould be peculiarly 
thankful for freedom from the temptations both of the 
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rich and poor. So long as you are humble and ſelf.difs © 
fident, you wil prize this. 

2d, Beware of ambition and covetouſneſs, on the one 
hand, and of idleneſs and extravagance, on the other. 
Nothing is more unfriendly to the influence of the truth 
upon the heart, than an ambitious and aſpiring ſpirit. 
When the mind becomes enamoured with ſenſible ob- 
jects, theu the deceitfulneſs of riches choak the word. 
Whenever a man forms the ih 0 be rich, to be con- 
ſiſtent, he ſhould give up with the profeſſion of Chriſt's. _ 
name; for he will moſt certainly diſhonour it, and injure 
his own ſoul. We have good authority for this aſſertion. 
+ They that l be rich, (ſays Paul), fall into-tempta- 
tion and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and: hurtful luſts, 
which drown men in deſtruction and perdition. For the 
love of money is the root of all evil, which, while ſome 
toveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pier- 
ced themſelves through with many ſorrows.” This is 
God's account, who can neither deceive nor err. In fuch 
wiſhes and purſuits, no doubt, many deceive themſelves, 
as well as others; imagining and profeſſing, that their , 
graſping after wealth ariſes from a deſire of being more 
uſeful. But how often do we ſee the delufive nature, 
and frequently the hypogriſy of ſuch reaſonings | We 
may often obſerve men apparently humble, ſelf-denied, 
and ſpirituꝑl in their converſation, when they enjoy food 
and raiment with contentment, yet no ſooner do ambi- 
tious and gainful ſchemes take poſſeſſion of thei thoughts, 
than the cares of this world, and the entanglements ob 
life, ſo occupy their attention, that they have neither 
time nor inclination, to make * the one thing needful, “ 
the main object of their purſuit. | | 

Brethren, When we think we ſtand, let us take heed 
leſt we fall.” * Let us not be high- minded, but fear.” 
Strong meu have been overcome by the world; and what 
perſon ever returned from the battle without wounds, 
who dared to venture beyond, or to the utmoſt limits of 
lawful ground? X oung men axe in peculiar. danger from 
this temptation; therefore doth. Paul: command Timothy 
to exhort them“ to be fober-minded.” Let Paul's rule 
be ſtrictly adhered. to. Having food and raimeiit, let 
us therewith be content.“ This of itſelf conſtitutes the 
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greateſt happineſs that is to be enjoyed from any ſtate 
in this world, and without it, we will be miſerable in 
the midſt of plenty. 

But idlenels and extravagance, or even inattention to 
our worldly affairs, will, in time, ſubject us to all the 
temptations of the poor. By idleneis a man is brought 
to a piece of bread.” If we, therefore, pray with Agur, 
„Give me not poverty,” let us not contradict our peti- 
tions, by purſuing a line of conduct, which cannot fail, 
in its own nature, and by the will of God, to counteract 
them. | 

zd, Seeing your fituation is ſo favourable, be ſingu- 
larly zealous in your profeſſion, and exemplary in your 
lives. You have it in your power to be comparatively 
without carefulneſs, and may ſerve the Lord without 
diſtraction. Prize and improve your privilege, and adprn 
your profeſſion. This is the proper return of gratitude 
to God for his kindneſs. Your freedom from the tempt- 
ations of the rich and of the poor will aggravate your 
guilt, if you are found unfruitful. Mind, therefore, the 
kingdom of God chiefly, and all other things ſhall be 
added. 


CoOncLUSION, 


Theſe ſentiments are too ſober to be regarded by men 
enamoured with a hope in this world. Moſt profeſſors 
will think them by far too ſtrict; and even Chriſt's diſ- 
ciples, in their days of health and proſperity, may not 
reliſh them ſo highly gg they ought. But when adverſi- 
ty and diſeaſe make us feel our clole connection with death 
and judgment, I am perſuaded, this conviction will force 
itſelf into our hearts, That ſuch thoughts are not unſuit- 
able for dying mortals, and that they are becoming ſuch 
eſpecially who profeſs themſelves ſtrangers and pilgrims 
upon dyrth In the days of ſorrow indeed, high and low, 
rich and poor, profane and decent, Chriſt's people and 
the world, all with one voice moralize upon the vaxity 
of the world. Chriſt's real followers alone believe this 
' uniformly ; others talk of the unſatisfying nature of 
earthly good, when they can no longer enjoy it, 


for our peculiar attention. We profeſs to regulate our 
conduct ſolely by the New Teſtament. Search then and 
ſee if that which you have now heard ſpeak its genuine 
language. If it does, let us not ſpeculate about theſe 
things; let them never be matters of controverſy, but 


of practice. We can only appear to be Chriſt's friends, 


by doing his will.” A church of Chriſt ſhould manifeſt 
his glory, by conformity to him who is their head; but 
whenever we court the friendſhip of the men of the 
world, by conformity to it; whenever we with to at- 
tract their attention, by any means but the purity of our 
doctrine, and the holineſs of our lives; then we begin to be 
weary of Chriſt's yoke, and to be aſhamed of his name; 


and this, we are perſuadnd, will be the caſe whenever : 


theſe rigid ſentiments, (as many profeſſors think them), 
are given up by us. | 


Let me, therefore, beſeeeh you, by the tender mercies 


of God, by the ſecond coming of our Lord, and by your 
gathering together to him, not to be conformed to this 
world, Keep your garments clean. Overcome the 
world by the faith of Jeſus; “for ye are not of the 
world, even as he is not of the world.” 


Can we, brethren, conſcientiouſly join Agur in his 


prayer? Who will not deprecate poverty! But how 
few, from the heart, put up this petition, © Give me not 
riches |” Surely we are in greater danger from riches 

than from poverty; what then is the cauſe of this dif- 
© ference ? Love, too much /ove to the world, is the rea- 
ſon. Mortify what remains of this in you. Set your 
affections on things above; for ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Chriſt in God. When he who 1s your 
life ſhall appear, ye ſhall alſo appear with him in glory! 
While you look for a heavenly country, God will not 
be aſhamed to be called your God. When Chriſt comes, 
then is the time for Chriſtians to appear in their truly 
honourable character. Now they muſt be in the world, 
as he was, but when he ſhall appear, they ſhall be like 


him in glory, and ſhall receive durable riches and dignity. 


If we rejoice in this hope, then will we, from the heart, 
Join in this prayer, Give me neither poverty nor rich- 


es, but feed me with food convenient for me; leſt I be 


Aus Prayer illuftrared. 23 
What we have ſaid upon this ſubject, brethren, calls 


* 24 ee . iluſtrmted. 


Full and deny thee, and fay who is the Lord? or leſt TI: 
be poor, and ſteal, and take the name of my God in- 


vain”? 4 
i q 


-  -CONTENTMENT. 


My God and Father ever bleſs'd, 

Enriching all, of all poſſeſs'd, 

By whom the whole creation's fed; 
' Give. me each day my daily bread: ” 

To thee my very life I owe,. 
From thee do all my comforts flow; 

And ev*ry bleſſing which I need, 

Mutt from thy bounteous hand proceed, x : 


Great things are not what ! deſire, 
Nor dainty. meat, nor rich attire ;. 
Content with little would 1 be, 
That little, Lord, -muſt come from thee. 


While wicked men, with all their ſtore 

Are ever graſping after more; | 
With Acgur” s wiſh I'm ſatisfy'd, E 

Nor grudge ay all the — beſide.” 


R 


